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CIA supporters fight bill 
to control covert action 7 
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2wASHINGTON — Former CIA di- 


rector William E. Colby suggested _ 


yesterday that Congress threaten the 
iptelligence agency with budget cuts 


46 stop secret ‘tmilitary -actions _of.. 
-mhich i1 disapproves, rather: ‘than "- 


demanding advance approval, . 


te 


Testifying before the House ‘{ntelli- - 


gence Committee, Colby said requir- 


ing advance congressional authori- ~ 


zation of covert CIA operations “'will - 
ensure that no clandestine activity.“ 


qf that sort wil) ever ‘take placer':~ < 


-Colby, who is now with a Washing- 


ton law firm, criticized-as unwise 2-_ : 


bill introduced by. Rep. Wyche 
Fowler Jr. (D., Ga.) ‘calling for-ad- 
vance approval of-covert operations, 
but said. the bill -was “probably. con- 
Stirutional” - 

eRep. -G. ‘William Whiteburst AR, 
Va.), aranking member, Of the panel, 


and Richard Larkin, a retired Army © 


genera] ‘who was « former deputy 
director of the CLA, «both scoptended 


that Fowler's legislation wwould be an . 


unconstitutional restriction “on. the © 


‘powers of the president. =" - * 
. ¢ Larkin, who heads the 3,$00mem: ° 


ber Association- of Former Intelli- 
gence Officers, said Fowler's’ propos- 

“do not serve.:the wtimate 
frurpose of strengthening the Ameri- 
ean hand against the tough — yes, 


‘fad ruthless — opposition we face in .. 
-gur intelligence operations abroad.” 


20S 28: ClAFRDPG1-00901R00060P070001-7 


-21 September 1983 


oo Colby ead Larkin: jestified at- ‘the 


‘opening of three days -of’ hearings 
‘called in response to Congressional 
concerns over covert 4S. activities . 
-in‘support of Nicaraguan i insnrgents... 
_fowler is the author-ef-three ‘bills- 
galling for tougher scongressional , 


2 controls on the ClA.and other: Antelii- 3 


" gence agencies, j:5") Sere 

He'said one bill would require tex. 
“plicit autborization”-for sclandestine = 
“paramilitary or military.actions. une” 


~ Jess ‘the president. finds “exrraordi-- 


- Bary circumstances " allecting vital 
“UScinterests. 0 oS eR -- 
Opening the hearing- Fe auaie 
chairman Edward P..-Boland- {D., 
“Mass:) said Congress could -do little | 
~ to-prevent the President from autho- / 
edaces covert activities except -by | 
“publicly exposing”. them. While - 
” Congress could cut off funding, he 
said, this would have no-effect und) 
~the. following fisca) -year.- on 
But.Colby, warning against : “un- 
necessary restrictions,” suggested 
~ thatCongress rein in the CIA by 
-ielling its director “we're going 22 
take ‘it out of your hide” ‘by cutting > 
- shis: budget 10 times the cost of any 
objectionable ‘operation. “That will : 
get his attention,” Colby promised. - 
. The suggestion was sharply criti- 
cized by Fowler, who accused Colby 
-of being “facetious” in suggesting - 
such “blackmailing” of the CLA. 
‘But Colby insisted, 7 'S Ot that far 
‘out an idea.” 
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